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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 


PART THE FIRST. 


HE N parliament, with the 
_ concurrence of all parties, re- 

lieved the Engliſh Papiſts from 
ſome of the grievances to-which they had 
ſo long been expoſed, and tempered this 
act of neceſſary indulgence, with precau- 
tions ſeemingly ſufficient to quiet thoſe 
who withheld their acquieſcence, I muſt 
confeſs I approved their proceedings; and 
flattered myſelf with the concurrence of 
the nation in general. I have not been 
diſappbinted. The voice of the people has 
inſpired me with a confidence, which the 
inſidious attempts of the Proteſtant Aſſo- 
ciation are unable to move. However, my 
ory . reſpedt 
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12 ] 
reſpect and eſteem for toleration does not 
lead me to diſregard the ſecurity of our 
religion. My regard for the eſtabliſhed 
church, is not inferior to that with which 
the members of the Aſociation are warm 
ed. My abhorrence of cruelty is as great 
as theirs ; and I equally deteſt the thought 
of perſecution, whether it is cheriſhed by 
a Proteſtant or a Papilt. 

Theſe pages are not written with a view | 
to derogate , from any principle that may 
originate | in a ſtrict notion of virtue. 
There is a degree of applauſe due even to 


a miſtaken zeal for religion, that I wiſh 
not to leſſen. But it is the ſpirit of in- 


tolerance I wiſh to combat ; and theerror 
which gave riſe to it, that I wiſh to re- 
move. And as the weight of ſeveral argu- 
ments adopted by the Society, depend upon 
the eſtabliſhment of that error, I hope I 
may be allowed to give it my earlieſt at- 
tention. A great part of their work muſt 
ſtand or fall, with this fundamental point. 
Their * account of former barbaritigs can 


9 An Appeal from the Proteſtant Aſſociation to 
the People of Great Britain, Section the firſt. 


t N 


be of little uſe, if there is no poſſibility of 
the ſhocking ſcenes being re- acted. Their 
* account of the laws that have been 
paſſed heretofore, can add but little to their 
opinion, if the ſituation that required 
thoſe laws, is altered. Their f reaſonings 
againſt the late act of parliament in fa- 
vour of the Papiſts, can be of no ſervice, 
if it 18 found, that the very act itſelf an- 
ſwers every one of their objections. And 
a t concluſion, from talſe premiſes, 'need no 
comment. 

The very title page of the book pub- 
liſhed by the. Proteſtant Aſſaciation, bears 
ample teſtimony of the falſe ideas which 
Have influenced them. They, there, hold 
forth their motto in the words of Sher- 
| lock; who has ſaid, that, «To deſign the 
advancement of Popery, is to deſign the 
ruin of the ſtate, and the deſtruction of 
the church.” We need not a biſhop's au- 
thority to convince us of this truth. And 
a Pages are unneceſſarily waſted, tg 


* ny, Gow, Section fecond, 
- + Ibid, Section third and fourth. 
4 Ibid, page 36. ; 
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. [1:45 1} 
prove it, That the conſequences of ad- 
vancing Popery will be injurious to the 
Proteſtant intereſt, is one of thoſe ſelf- 
evident poſitions that need no explana- 
tion. But the facts neceſſary to make 
it of conſequence, are by no means eſta- 
bliſhed. We have no proof of Popery be- 
ing encouraged in this kingdom. We 
have no proof of the intention. I cannot 
account the aſſertion of a club, however 
reſpectable, ſufficient for ſuch a purpoſe, 
when the * act of parliament on which 
that aſſertion is grounded, moſt flatly 
contradicts it. I cannot ſuppoſe our le- 
giſlature, when they paſſed that act, ſo 


deceived as to miſunderſtand the nature 
of it: ſo infatuated as to deſign the ruin 
of the ftate, or ſo wicked as to deſign the 
ruin of the church, An intention of re- 


' toring to the Papiſts ſome of the rights 


of humanity, cannot, ſurely, imply either 
the one or the other. 

Let us, however, in a queſtion. of this 
importance, ſtate the fact, and draw ous 


* AQ 18th Geo. U.. intituled, & An Act for re- 
lieving his Majeſty's Subjects ptofeſſing the Popiſh 


Religion, & c. &. 
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inferences from that only. That we may 
really know, whether the advancement 
of popery is intended now, more than in 
the reign of William the third, let us make 


the act by which the ſituation of it psf 
tered, the 2 5 of our inquiry. 


My idea of the powers contained in 
that ſtatute is, That popiſn eccleſiaſtics 
and teachers of youth, cannot now, as 
ſuch, be impriſoned; though the public 
exerciſe . of the Roman religion is no 
more allowed than it was before — That 
papiſts are permitted 1 to purchaſe and in- 
herit lands in their own name, but that 
the other diſabilities ſtill continue—And 
that. theſe privileges are confined to thoſe 
who take an oath. of allegiance to the 
Brunſwick line, and renounce all the 
odious claims of the church of Rome, 
which, have long lain dormant in Eng- 
land, and never were allowed of in the 
Gallican church. This conſtruction, I 
believe, is ſupported by the greateſt legal 
authority. It is the conſtruction that 
was given in the Houſe of Commons, 


EA the time of paſſing the act, by one 
| "x 3 | of 


| [6 ] 
of our moſt able lawyers. Let my rea- 
ders, however, examine the act, and 
judge for themſelves. By: that alone, I 
defire to have my opinion confirmed. 
To thoſe who may concur with me in 
the interpretation I have given, the li- 
berties afforded to the papiſts will by no 
means appear unreaſonable; but the Ag 
ſeciation are pleaſed to offer reaſons why 
no indulgences ſhould be granted to the 
members of the church of Rome. The 
writers of the Appeal. ſay in their * intro- 
duction, *< if the doctrines held by pa- 
piſts were confined to matters of opinion 
in religion, and did not include political 
tenets of the moſt dangerous tendency, 
they might expect the ſame connivance 
which has generally been extended to 
other erroneous ſects. When the mem- 
bers of a religion hold no doctrine detri- 
mental to the intereſts of the ſtate they 
live in, they are, according to my ideas 
of juſtice, entitled to more than a conni- 
Vance. They ſhould be placed by: the 


* Proteſtant Appeal, p. 4th, 
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laws in a ſtate of ſecurity. They ſhould 
not be ſubject to the malice of any indi- 
vidual. They ſhould enjoy many privi- 
leges in common with their fellow ſub- 
jets. To hinder any bad effects flowing 
from theſe indulgences, ſome reſtraining 
ſtatutes are requiſite. And I. think cer- 
tain diſabilities may be equally neceſſary 
on all thoſe, who differ in the ſmalleſt 
degree from the eſtabliſhed church. 
But let us conſider the particular tenets 
of the papiſts, which render them un- 
worthy of the indulgence the ſociety ſeems 
ſo willing to grant to all other ſets. * They 
- aſk, © Tf the political principles of the papiſts 
do not oblige them to deny the ſupremacy 
of the king of England?“ and ſay, They 
have naturally ſome obligations of in- 
tereſt to a foreign claimant. The mem- 
bers of the Roman religion reſiding in 
England, have almoſt univerſally ſworn 


to the following tenets: T I A. B. 


do ſincerely promiſe and ſwear, that 1 
will be faithful, and bear true allegaince 


proteſtant Appeal, p- 12. | 
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L to his majeſty king George the third, 
% and him will defend, to the utmoſt ef 


«© my power, againſt all conſpiracies and 
attempts whatever that ſhall be made 


'*© againſt his perſon, crown, or digni- 


«« ty; and I will do my utmoſt endea- 
% vour to diſcloſe and make known to 


* his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 


all treaſons and traiterous conſpira- 
«© cies which may be formed againſt 


* him or them; and I do faithfully pro- 


« miſe to maintain, ſupport, and de- 
«« fend, to the utmoſt of my power, the 
« ſucceſſion. of the crown in his Maje- 
« ſty's family, againſt any perſon or 
«« perſons whatſoever ; hereby utterly re- 


* nouncing and abjuring any obedience 


“ or allegiance unto the perſon taking 


upon © himſelf the ſtile and title of 
« Prince of Wales, in the life-time of his 
„ father, and who, fince his death, is 
„ faid to have aſſumed the ſtile and title 
« of King of Great Britain, by the name of 


_ 


Charksthe third; and toany other perſon 
«« claiming or pretending a right to the 
* crown of theſe realms,” And again: 

| 4 os Cc And 
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* And Ido declare. that I do not believe 
* that the Pope of Rome, or any other 
„, foreign prince, prelate, ſtate, or po- 
e tentate, hath, or ought to have, any 
ee temporal or civil juriſdiction, power, 
-* ſupremacy, or pre- eminence, directly 
% or indirectly, within this realm.“ 
low can the Proteſtant Aſbociatiun re- 
concile the principles they have imputed 
to the papiſts, with the engagements 
they enter into when they take this oath? 
Ho can any body of men accuſe thoſe. of 
denying the | ** ſupremacy. of the king of 
England, who ſwear allegiance to 
him in a moſt poſitive form of words? 
Ho can perſons, diſclaiming in a moſt 
ſolemn manner the title of the Stuart 
family, be * accuſed of an attachment to 
the deſcendants of James II.? But we 
are + told © James loſt his crown, for ad- 
hering topopery; and © thatpopery cannot 
be a crime in the eyes of a papiſt. Of 

theſe two propoſitions, the firſt is not 
ſtrictly true; for James might have held 
the throne, had he been contented with 


0 Proteſtant Appeal p. 12. | | T Ibid. 
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the private exerciſe of his religion. · And 
in regard to the ſecond, I hope popery 

is no crime in che eyes of any good 
proteſtant. Nor is it neceſſary a perſon 
ſhould regard in that light any religion, 
as a proof of faithfulneſs to the king of 
England. It is ſufficient for us, if ' the 
members of the Romiſh church, diſcri- 
minate between the religion of James II. 
and the ſyſtem of politics he purſued. 
They are endued with the feelings of 
patriotiſm as well as other men. They 
are attached to a free government, as 
Engliſhmen, through affection. It is our 
fault if they are not attached to it through 
intereſt. It is * imputed by the */ociery, 
as a crime in the papiſts of theſe king- 
doms, © that ties of gratitude and affection 
bind them in allegiance to the ſucceſſor 
of that prince, who loſt his crown in ſup- 
port of their cauſe.” Is this the caſe? I 
much doubt whether they think that fa- 
mily entitled to their regard. But ad- 
mitting it to be true will not puniſhment 
extend thoſe ſentiments? And to treat 


| — + w 2 * Proteſtant Appeal, P · 13. | 2 
; if 4 | 
19 | ; them 
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dul 
them with as much ſeverity as they could 
be liable to, under the moſt abſolute mo- 
narch, would be a poor recommendation 
of our happy government, or of the 
known lenity - of the Brunſwick line. 
The Roman-catholics are + acknow- 
ledged to be good ſubjects at preſent. 
Why not encreaſe, then, their natural 
prepoſſeſſion for their country, by ſuffer- 
ing them to enjoy the benefits of its con- 
ſtitution? . Puniſhment ſhould have only 
reformation in view. The Proteſtant-Af- 
fociation on the penal ſtatutes have 
effected it. Is it then conſiſtent with 
either juſtice or humanity, to continue the 
puniſhment when the crime is done a- 
way? In our preſent rather embarraſſed 
ſituation, the papiſts have in their offers 
been found Engliſhmen. Let us conſi- 
der them as ſuch in every way compati- 
ble with our ſafety, and we ſhall find 
them Engliſhmen ſtill, The Spaniſh go- 
vernment ſeem to confider them as our 
fellow ſubjects, by ſentiment as well as 
birth. The Engliſh Roman. catholics, 


r + Proteſtant Appeal p. 24. 4 P. 43- 
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who had ſettled at Cadiz, and been natu · 
ralized, have been driven from 'thenee; 
through a dread of the bad effects that 
might. ariſe from their affection for this 
country. We can adopt theſe ſentiments 
reſpecting foreigners reſident in theſe 
realms. We can attribute to the ſubjects 
of an arbitrary power, that patriotiſm 
of which we deny the txiſtence in a free- 
born Engliſnman. Ho long muſt we 
be the only nation upon earth, that diſbe- 
lieves the ſenwments of attachment; that 
prevail even to madneſs in the hearts of 
our countrymen? Or:hom long ſupport 
the opinion of the miſanthrope, by hold - 
ing no Neue 8 what n by ar 
cion? 
A Other 2 oo a the colin 
tion of papiſts, are, Nhat their religion 
impels them to extirpate ꝑroteſtants, un- 
er the name of excommithieated heretics,” 
and teaches them, .“ That no * to 


f N SY M ri +25::5 ce BG 
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T Ibid. p. 4. I hope I may be 3 altering 
the arrangement adopted 'by the Jsciety, in their 
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be kept with heretics, who, if Princes, 
are to be depoſed and murdered; if ſub- 
jects, to be maſſacred.” And we are after - 
wards told that . Theſe principles they 
have never publicly. diſavowed, and as 
papiſts cannot with conſiſtency diſowyn. 
In anſwer to this, let me appeal to the oath 
before mentioned, and cite its words. 
And 1 do ſwear, that I. do reject and 
« deteſt, as an wpehriſtian, and impious 
C poſition, that it is lawful to murder or. 
« deſtroy. any perſon or perſons whatſo- 
ever, for or under pretence of their be- 
« ing heretics; undd alſo that unchriſtian 
and impigus principle, that no faith is 
eto be kept with heretics. And I further 
declare, that it is no article of my faith, 
« and that I do renounce, reject, and ab- 
jure, the opinion that perſons excom- 
« municated the pope and couneil, or 
e hy any authority of the fee of Rome; or 
3 any author 3 may be 


the imputed tenets, by the renunciations made in 

the oatli they Have taken, I could not otherwiſe 

have brought the n and anſwer under ane 
view. | 
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te depoſed or Hfurtdered by their fubjedts," | 
. r any perſon'whatſoeve This ap- 2" 
Peurs to ne ids full and direct an an- : 
Fer to nee any comet. I it 1s not” 
2 public :diſavowal of the 'obrioxious' te- 
nets, 1 muſt be allen to ſay, it i 
much like one 2s any form of worde can 
exprefs. And I cannot. think} that to to- 
lerate any religion, the principles whereof 
, Are conkilkent with che diſclaiming words 
- _ orthivoath,® *15'to inſult the natural 
| and moral perfections of that'God, bo 
| o_ us reaſon and inmogtality.”. 5 
Tuer the erh ee en n 
firer;” Very Fully, d te part bf the. 
| objeRtioiis' urged againit* the indulgenices | 
granitbd'tothtpapity dee par- = 
1 Een be conftrued even in the Je- 
| _ titudorhe gen exp warn 
it ie not by ay means elnded 
che renunefationt Wee : 
ou appear ſatisfact "11 whe do. Rot a0 = | 
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f 2 1 Aaken that. 4: ami or Hoy 
* de atquitted before God or man, or 


. part (thereof, althongh the Pope, or 
64 ny ther perſons or Mthority 1 what- 
ever, ſhall" diſpenſe with, or annul 

eme, or dn 

r youd.” Now dan it be imagined,” 
Gt: the. members of any relisiam en- 
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further. In the very oath which cauſes 
the Roman-catholics to abjure the doc- 
trines inſtanced above, they likewiſe 
ſwear to the non-exiſtence of this tenet. 
The perſon taking the oath, ſays, * And 
«© I do ſolemnly, in the preſence of God, 
«©. profeſs, teſtify, and declare, that I do 
% make this declaration, and every part 
* thereof, in the plam and ordinary 
« ſenſe of the words of this oath; with 
out any evaſion, equivocation, or men- 
tal reſervation whatever; and without 


« ab{olvetl. of this Vecluration, or * 


that it was null 


tea into-covenant with the Almighty. 


E 

think themſelves abſolved from the duties 
they profeſs, though the whole power of 
humanity ſhould pronounce them ſo? | 

« I ſuppoſe it will be allowed, that every 
religion has a God for its object: a ſu- 
preme being the end of its worſhip : and, 
that no religion teaches its votaries to 
inſult the power they addreſs ; or deſpiſe 
him from whom they implore aid and 
protection. Every one in taking an 
oath, calls upon that ſupreme Being, 
that object of his prayers and applica- 
tions, to bear witneſs to the engagement 
he enters into.—A difregard of that oath, 
15 an nfult to the being fo invoked. To 


negledt an engagement ſo entered into, 
is to deſpiſe him whoſe aid and protec- 


tion we implore. But further; if the 
papiſts noughi chemſelves at liberty from 
the ſhackles of the oath they have juſt 
taken, by the papal abſolution, why did 
they not (prior to the paſſing of the 
late act in their favour) avail themſelves 
of every advantage to be derived from 
making the renunciations required by the 

pageants ? What could induce the firſt 
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nobleman i in the kingdom to ſacrifice; his 
hereditary honours, rather than take the 
oaths by law; eſtabliſhed, if he did not 
think himſelf bonnd to regard them? 
What could induce the Roman- catho- 
lig i an. general, to forego all political 
diſtinction, rather than pronounce the 
neceſſary abjurations, if ſuch an act Was 
not deemed. binding? What could induce: 
them to deprive themſelves of all tempo- 
ral advantages, rather than profeſs what 
they: did, not believe, if ſuch a conduct 
Was, thought . e meritorious”. by their 
church, or ſanctiſied by the principles of. - 
their religion? What made them anxious 
fortan oath agrecable to their real belief, 
if perjury Was not. eſteemed criminal? 
What made them acquieſce in the pre- 
ſent oath... if they could receive. no bene, 
fit from it,. but through that ſinf ul me- 
dium ?. or what: reaſon have; the ſociety. 
themſelves, to think the words eccle-, 
ſtaſtical and ſpiritual were left out, © 70 75 


e the papiſts,” if 3 . Foray 
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were alike ko them, becauſe none wert ee | 
be + regarded? Tþ 

It muſt be evutited,) that if 1 Pope 
can abſolve thoſe” of his religion from 
any, he can abſolve them from every 
oath. And it will, I ſuppoſe, be allowed, 
that a perſon who will take one, will 
take a hundred oaths falſely. What 
propriety then is there, in charging the 
Roman-catholics with inſincerity, in 
taking the one preſcribed,” when neither 
they nor their anceſtors incurred the 
guilt of perjury, when there was double 
the temptation? We never heard of the 
papiſts attempting heretofore (like the 
Jews in Spain) to ſcreen themſelves from 
the penal laws, by an outward confor- 
mity in words. The members of the 
Romiſh church are not ſaid to be more 
wicked now than formerly. The ſhock- 
ing accuſation I ant conſidering, 3 is not the 
report of the day. It is not pretended 
to be more applicable to the n ge- 


= 
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[ 22 ] 
neration than to the laſt. If they are 
ſuppoſed to be juſt arrived at this pitch 
ef enormity, why do not they purſue the 
lan? Why do not they acquire now (by 
taking every oath) the emoluments they 
have ſo long been debarred? or why not 
now reap the harveſt of theſe imputed 
principles, by putting themſelves on an 
equality with the reſt of the kingdom? 
I have now gone through what I 
conſider the more material part of the 
Appeal from the Proteſtant Aſſociation. 1 
have endeavoured to ſtate with accuracy 
my idea of the powers of the repealing 
ſtatute. - I have endeavoured to place in 
a juſt point of view, ſuch objections 
againſt that, or any act for the relief of 
the papiſts, to which the words of the 
oath afford an anſwer ; and I have en- 
deavoured to prove the validity of it. 
My inference is, that the advancement 
of popery within theſe kingdoms is not 
intended, ſince no undue or dangerous 
benefits are. granted: that the oath is 
a ſufficient: apology for them, had they 
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been greater: and that the actions as 
well as words of the Engliſh Roman-ca- 
tholics, render it highly probable, that 
the tenderneſs of this oath muſt _ 
in favour of the proteſtant church. - .. 
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Ii 1 Now purpoſe to conſider thoſe argu- 
ments of the foczety againſt the mem- 
10 bers of the church of Rome, which are 
i drawn from more remote ſprings than 
j the foregoing. They are, I truſt, of 
1 too deſultory a nature to afford matter 
| of real objection ; yet their tendency on 
Witt that account, 1s not the leſs dangerous. 
| Our humanity is awakened with relations 
h of the moſt cruel tranſactions. Our af- 
1 fections are rouſed as neceſſary to con- 
| viction. The appeal is made from the 
judgment to the imagination. Stories 
calculated to inflame the paſſions are 
too readily peruſed ; and reaſon is like- 
ly to loſe her influence in an attack di- 
rected to our feelings. 

I with not to defend one of the hor- 
rid facts given in the appeal. I wiſh not 
to palliate a maſſacre when ordained by 
a papult ; nor to extenuate perſecution 

TA 2 4 though 
Fob 4 3 88 | | * * 
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though adopted by a reformer. I with 
to diſcern through the ſcenes of car- 
nage offered. to -our view, the real mo- 
tives for ſuch enormities; and IL wiſh: to 
ſhew the barbarous and miſtaken no- 
tions of the times, were much oftener 
the ſource of the calamity, than the real 
religious opinions of any Chriſtian 
church. | 

Can we. conceive that 3 
had no temporal motive, when, with the 
ſword, he forced the Saxons and Huns 
to the baptiſmal font? Were the Teu- 
tonic knights clear from ſelfiſh motives, 
when they raviſhed and ſeized upon 
Pruſſia and Lithuania? The havock 
made by the cruſaders, proves only the 
unlicenſed ſpirit of the eleventh century: 
The intereſted views of the commercial 
ſtates of Italy, and the ignorant ſuper- 
ſtition of the other powers of Europe. 
Let us conſult any faithful hiſtorian, and 
we ſhall find, that as territory and do- 
minion became eſtabliſhed, and the enjoy- 


n of both more permanent, religious 
Th . "Ward: 
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wars ceaſed, in a great meaſure, till the 
reformation of Luther. . 5 of 
Ihe authors of the Appeal, however, 
without conſidering the circumſtances- 
that gave riſe to the ſcenes which have 
deluged with blood the Chriſtian world, 
ſupport their opinion, by * telling us, 
with many aggravating circumſtances, 
that a mother and her two daughters 
were burned in the iſland of 8 
by papiſts, merely becauſe they were pro 
teſtants. That a difference in religion 
brought the moſt ſevere puniſhments on 
many individuals, I readily allow; and 
God forbid I ſhould ever, in the moſt 
remote manner, contribute to the recom- 
miſſion of the leaſt outrage on that ac- 
count. But J cannot, therefore, agree 
to throw the odium ariſing from ſo 
wicked a conduct ſolely on religion; be- 
.cauſe, ſcenes of equal cruelty have been 
'too often prompted by ambition. Too 
often have 3 of the ſame commu- 
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nion, acted the moſt ſhocking barbari- 
ties againſt each other. Neither, when 
doctrinal opinions have been the real 
ſource, can I conſent to accuſe only the 
members of the Romiſh church. The 
adherents to Storck and Munſter, the 
original anabaptiſts, made profeſſion of 
putting all to death who oppoſed their 
goſpel; and ſupported their proceedings 
by that text of ſcripture wherein it is 
fd, %. came not to ſend Pence. but 
a ſword. oF Bn 5 


The behaviour of Calvin t to the inge- 
nious, though antichriſtian, Servetus, con- 
vinces us, that humanity added not 
luſtre to the cauſe of that reformer. 
That the deſtruction of a learned phy- 
ſician, who had made the important diſ- 
covery of the circulation of the blood, 
ſhould be ſought and accompliſhed with 
ſuch cool inveteracy, is a proof of the 
moſt ſanguinary inclinatzons, And this 


St. Matthew, chap. x. 34. 


. well 


proceptd, on account of which he pre- 


church, government, or country, The following 


your trouble ; above all, be ſure you don't fail to clear 


Tout au plus on les jetteroit dans I'hypocrifie, & ils 
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well + known trait of Calvin's character, 
is little to the honour of thoſe ſacred 


tended 


+ I beg leave to preſent my readers with two ori- 
ginal letters from diſtinguiſhed perſonages of different 
religions ; and I hope they will then be perſuaded, 
ſentiments of humanity are not confined to any one 


letter from John Calvin (written by his own hand) to 
the Marquis of Poet, Lord Chamberlain to the king 
of Navarre, dated Sept. 30, 1561, is ſtill preſerved in 
the caſtle of Baſtic Roland, near Montelimar: 
* May honour, glory, and riches be the reward of 


the country of thoſe pitiful zealots, who are exciting 
the people to revolt againſt us. Such monſters as thoſe 
oughtto be deſtroyed, as I dealt with Michael Servetus 
the Spaniard,” The other letter is from the Abbes 
de Fenelon, afterwards archbiſhop of Cambrai, to the 
Maréchal de Noailles, and is written againſt the ſy- 
ſtem of political perſecution introduced by Louvois, 
and which tarniſhed ſo much the glory of Louis the 
th. | G | _ 


22 juillet 1684. | 

46 It n'eſt point a propos, ce me ſemble, de tour- 
menter ni d'importuner les ſoldats ẽtrangers & here- 
tiques, pour les faire convertir. On n'y reuffiroit pas. 


deſerteroient en foule. Il ſuffit de ne ſouffrir pas 
| 4 i exerciſe 
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tended Seryetus was aſſaſſinated; and on 
account of which he was buried alive: 
while the contriver of his fate, with a 
malignity which Chriſtianity could not 
dictate, triumphed r not only, 1 in his death, 
but his torture. 

Our eighth Henry marked the pro- 


greſſive changes of his religious opinions 
in characters of blood. And as the cauſe 


exerciſe public, ſuivant Vintention du roi. Quand 
quelque officier ou autre peut leur inſinuer quelque 
mot, ou les mettre en chemin de vouloir 8'inſtryire de 
boy gre, cela eſt excellent. Mais point de gene, ni 

d'empreſſemens indiſerets. 8 ils ſont malades, on peut 
les faire viſiter d'abord par quelque officier catholique, 
qui les conſole; qui les faſſe ſoulager, & qui inſinue 
quelque bonne parole. Si cela ne ſert de rien, & ſi 
la maladie augmente, on peut aller un peu plus loin, 
mais doucement, & ſans contrainte, pour leur mon- 
trer que Pancienne egliſe eſt la meilleure, & que c'eſt 
celle qui vient des ap0tres. . . . Si le malade n'eft pas 
capable d'entendre ces raiſons, je crois qu'on doit fe 
contentir de lui faire faire des actes de contrition, de 
foi & d'amour, ajoutant ſouvent : mon Dieu, j je me 
foumets à tout ce que la vraie eglife enſeigne ; je la 
reconnois pour ma mere, en quelque lieu qu'elle foit.” 
I faut pour la ſepulture, ſuivre la regle de Peveque 


dioceſain, & Eviter I'eclat autant qu'on le peut. ſans 


avilir la religion.“ 
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diſputes. The comparative merit I have 


_ thoriſed 1 devaſtation; ſince, during 
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of the church of England cannot ſuffer 
from the caprice of a tyrant, we may 
ſafely own, that on his departure from 
popery, his puniſhments were more cruel, 
as his temper was more embittered:” 


F aA /.. ve 


an in. 2 


-- 


that. occur in inveſtigating all religious | 
endeavoured to give*to the papifts, is 
little credit to the perpetrators of cruelty ; 
and the. followers of Chriſt in general, 
would receive ſmall juſtification under 
ſimilar circumſtances, were the enormi- 
ties committed by the diſciples of Euſe- 
bius and Arius, to ſwell this liſt of vices... 
I want not to exculpate the adherents. 
to one religion, at the expence of another; 
for I can. never ſuppoſe I throw an addi- 
tional degree of either blame or appro- 
bation on any ſet, by proving many 
members of each alike criminal. I only 
want to ſhew, the dread entertained of the 
perſecuting ſpirit of popery, was a terror 
equally applicable to every other church, 
in the unenlightened periods that au- 


thoſe 
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thoſe times, the names of Chriſtians and 
Arians, Calviniſts and Catholics, have 
alternately accompanied their ſuperiority 
in arms, with the moſt terrible executions.” 
Another reaſon (mentioned in the 
Appeal) why the penal ſtatutes ſnould 
be reſtored to their full power, is, 
That whilſt papiſts in England are 
claiming toleration, proteſtants in France 
are expoſed to perſecution, by the re- 
peal of the edict of Nantz. This would. 
have been too mean a plea to have re- 
quired an anſwer, had not the authors 
ſeemed to conſider it as a moſt convincing 
one. They conclude this generous ſen- 
timent, by calling the inſtanced con- 
traſt” an « aſtoniſhing one, that 
needs only to be conſidered, to evidence 
the impropriety of the late repeal.” 
Had the proteſtants who drew the above; 
inference, been poſſeſſed of more juſt 
notions of either our religion or govern- 
ment, they could never have deemed the 
contraſt aſtoniſhing, or the concluſion: 


* Prateſtant Appeal p. 24. 
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upright 


monarch. They muſt have known, we 


to their argument. berigp 


were at leaſt as much the offsprings of 


C $2 1 


upright. ' They muſt have known, that 
the dictates of our religion, when viewed 
through any other medium than party 


1 zeal, breathe the ſpirit of * peace and 


« good will towards men. They muſt 
have known; that the baſis of our conſti- 
tution, obliges a more juſt and merciful 
conduct, than the caprice of an abſolute 


are not to be judged by compariſon; and 
that the higheſt example of juſtice af- 
forded to humanity, is oy: contrary! 


But we have no reaſon to fappoſe the 
revocation of the edict of Nantz, had its 
riſe in the religious principles of the 
power that ordained it. The perſecu- 
tions in general of the French Calviniſts, 


x miſtaken policy, as the effects of zeal. 
for the eſtabliſned religion. During the 
reign of Henry the Great (αu was the 
beſt king the French ever had) the Cal- 
viniſts enjoyed by the edit we are ſpeak- 


+ Sts Luke chaps il. 14. 
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ing of, moſt valuable and extenſive Pri- 
vileges. a 
The cruelties . both ptior and ſubſe- 
quent to his time, were intended, how- 
Ever wrong the idea, to ſu pport the ſta- 
bility of government. The reſtleſs diſ- 
poſition of the reformed who were ſettled 
in France, made them obnoxious to mo- 
narcky. Civil wars were inſeparably con- 
netted with, or were rather the begin- 
nings of every religious diſpute. We 
find, at one time, Conde and Coligne 
declaring themſelves Calyinifts, becauſe 
the Guiſes ſided with the pap piſts. And 
during the fatal æra of the revocation of 
the edict of Nantz, a rivalſhip in power 
exiſted, capable of producing 5 greateſt 
outrages . Hatred to Colbert prompted 
the young! Louvois to T reyenge a pri- 
vate quarrel upon all of his adverſary's 
religion, Before that time, Louis the 
14th had viewed with contempt and ab- 


1 8 - Sieche de Louis NIV. 20. . 
+ The behaviour of our own Queen Elizabeth to 
Mary of Scotland, ſufficiently juſtifies me in the great 
eyents J have attributed to a jealouſy of this nature. 
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horrence, the cs about n 3 
and then could not have the honour of 
his church in view, fince, at the time, 
12 Kio yg OY, upon to devote the re- 


A of his e, the * 
Tellier, could have produced ſuch an 
n grid mafſacre ? The ſenſe of the nation 
- was . againſt che dragonade. The ſenſe 

gf every one ko the other miniſters. was 
| againſt 3 it. The Duc de Noailles endea- 
voured all he could to revent the iſ- 
ſuing « out the orders he Þ received. He 
;ndeayoured, y what he could, to hinder the 
execution of. | them (How right it was 
in him to execute them at all, is not now 
to be conſidered : 1 only mention this, to 
che w the unreaſonableneſs of imputing 
to any, body of men the effects of rancour 
in a few individuals). And when the 


dreadful. . did . N he 
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* Vid. MEmoires de Noailles part * rds. *. 
as Tome i, Livre 1. 5 v2 Lal 
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endeavoured 


1 * 3 
endeavoured all he could to keep within 


bounds the fury of ſoldiers, warmed witl 
the hopes of plunder. e 
But fo ſuppoſing this ſcene of bloodſhed 
was conſonant, to the ſpirit of the 17th. 
century, the diſpoſition of the peu nt 2 
age is much altered. An increaſed hy-, 

manity muſt. be: allowed us, however 
weak a title we may have to call otlier 
virtues progreſſive. Even within our 
time, civilization has been more univer- 
fal. And 1 heartily wiſh I could conig ra- 
tulate the authors of the Appeal,” in ay 
ing kept pace With the e ityproves 
ment. * 1 

* Another 3. given it not ag 
ing the papiſts, is their conduet in the 
rebellions of 1715 and 1745. Since the 
revolution, „ their behaviour has been 
negatively good : and it appears to me 
very wrong to reproach thoſe for not 
performing actual ſervices, who, by their 
excluſion from power, are totally diſ- 
abled from ſuch exertions. The tio 
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mentioned periods, were not marked by 


any commotions among - the Engliſh 
Roman-catholics ; 2 moſt of the 


Scotch inſurgents were Calviniſts. In 


Ireland, the papiſts were not ſo peaceable; 
but their ignorance, and perſecutions by 
the proteſtants, may account for at- 
tempts moderation would have checked. 


The laſt objection I mean to con- 
fider, i is that made againſt the purport of 
the before mentioned oath, on account 
of the words << eccleſiaſtical or ſpiritual - 
being left out, and the terms © tempo- 
ral or civil ” ſubſtituted. I cannot think 
this alteration affects our government in 
the leaſt. Who is fo proper for the 
head of the popiſn church as the Pope ? 
Would there be any propriety in making 
2 proteſtant king of En gland the director 
of the Romiſh religion? or could the al- 
legiance to the temporal power we require, 
receive any ſtability from renunciations 
inconſiſtent with the fundamental prin- 
ciples of that religion? To ſubſeribe to 


* Proteſtant Appeal, p. 36. 1 
5 ſuch 


1 37 J 
ſuch words, they muſt diſregard every 
dictate of conſcience, every moral tie, 
and we ſhould of conſequence indulge 
only the moſt .profligate and eee 
characters. 5 
I fay nothing to the objeAtions ſcat= 
tered through the Proteftants Appeal, 
againſt the interpretations of ſcripture 
adopted by the Romiſh church. I do 
not think the members of that religion 
amenable to any human authority, for 
their ſpeculative opinions, or their own 
modes of worſhip, unleſs they affect the 
civil government of theſe kingdoms ; and 
that if our devotion ** * infuſe harſhneſs 
into our ſentiments, and acrimony into 
our ſpeech, we may conclude, that under 
a ſerious appearance, carnal paſſions lurk. 
And, if ever it ſhall fo far lift us up 
with ſelf-conceit, as to make us eſtabliſh 
our own opinions as an infallible ſtand- 
ard for the whole chriſtian world, and 


lead us to conſign to perdition all who 
differ from us, either in ſome doctrinal 


0 Blair's Sermons, Pp» 301. 


tenets, 


I. 28. J 

tenets, or in the mode of expreſſing them 
we may reſt aſſured, that to much pride 
we have joined ry 1gnorance, both of 
the nature.of devotion, and of the. goſ- [ 
pel of Chriſt. rs 2 

And now give me leave to obſerve, in 
regard to the intended + application to 


parliament, for a repeal of the repealing 
ſtatute ; that a compliance. with ſuch a 
deſire, on the trivial cauſes alledged, 
would juſtly. ſubject us to the very blame we 
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have been beſtowing on the Papiſts, for r. 
the revocation of the edict of Nantz: For 


42 2290 


any revival of the penal ſtatutes muſt 
evidence the fame. diſpoſition in ourſelves: : 


11 48 


Any abolition of e favours 
we have granted, muſt im mpeach « our cre⸗ 
dit. Not only, a, regard for j uſtice, but 

our own intereſt, warns us 0. to with- 
draw. a protection that has not been for- 
feited. The objects of that protection 
have not ſhewn themſelves unworthy of 
it. It appears by the language of the 


Aﬀeciation, .. that the proteſtant intereſt 


£ 
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was ſmall in compariſon with the popiſh 1 
That a handful of men had formed a law, | 
they could not enforce the obſervance 
of: That the executions of the provi- 
ſions of the act, depended upon the will 
of a ſtronger body of men, than the le- 
giſſative power; and that hence aroſe 
our danger. But this is not the caſe. 
We part with no power. The parlia- 
ment give a Jaw they carr. defend. They 
give conditions, and can exact the per- 
formance of them. Should the papiſts 
forget their benefactors, the benefits that 
have been beſtowed, may be annulled. 
Should they continue a behaviour that 
has procured them the preſent indul- 
gences, they may hope for greater. 
If, however, ſome apprehenſions pre- 
vent, for the preſent, any further fa- 
vour ; let. us not, through caprice, or 
vain terror, cauſe diſtreſſes that can have 
no good conſequence; or create ſeve- 
rities, that cannot be defended by any 
rule of policy or juſtice. 
I have thus endeavoured to rectify 
ſome alarming miſtakes, that prevailed 
3 in 
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im the Protgfants Appeal. . My; obſerya- 

. tions aue 109 Plain and palpable, 10 raiſe 
ſuſpicions of their being adopted for any 
W to ſupport 
the capſe of humanity, an * d to reſcue, the 
church of England the danger gf 

being involved: in perſecution. In ſuch 

a cauſe, even a weak adyocate may, plead 
with ſucceſs. And; when: the appeal is 
— g r member of our — 4 
Hows oh haye no doubt but the ves 
W wil been the ſide Laien 0 
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